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USWITCH.COM COMMENTS ON OFCOM'’S 4G MOBILE AUCTION CONSULTATION

Ernest Doku, technology expert at uSwitch.com, comments: “Ofcom’s consultation on the
sale of the 4G mobile spectrum should allow a fairer bidding process for the networks when the

auction takes place in early 2012.

“It is essential that Ofcom sticks to a transparent process that allows smaller networks like
Three an equal opportunity to acquire bandwidth and offer super-fast mobile connectivity, all the
while ensuring that the majority of the UK is covered. A level playing field is essential for healthy

competition.

“4G connectivity will offer mobile phones and tablets download speeds beyond those reached
on even home broadband at present, and are likely to be a major battleground for the networks

over the next few years.

“If the larger incumbent networks had been allowed to flex their wallets in the forthcoming
auction, the smaller ones could well have been squeezed out of the race. Thankfully, Ofcom’s
proposals of checks and balances should ensure fair distribution of the 4G spectrum across all

four operators.

“4G capabilities are the future of mobile broadband and could serve as a lifeline to those in rural
areas — especially those who are continually let down by the current fixed line offerings. But it's
a shame that a deadline of 2017 has been set for 4G to reach 95% of the UK. This means that

rural areas could still have to live in broadband darkness for another five years.”

For more information visit www.uswitch.com or call 0800 093 0607
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About Us:

uSwitch.com is a free, impartial, online and telephone-based comparison and switching service, helping consumers
compare prices on gas, electricity, water, heating cover, home telephone, broadband, digital television, mobile
phones and personal finance products including mortgages, credit cards, current accounts and insurance. In 2010
uSwitch.com celebrated ten years of saving customers money.

The service is also available via fax and post. Consumers should fax 020 7233 5933 or write to Customer Services,
uSwitch.com, Centro 3,19 Mandela Street, London, NW1 0DU, with their postcode and usage details.

uSwitch.com is owned by Forward Internet Group Limited, a privately funded collection of internet-based businesses
focused on consumer engagement and innovation.



mailto:johnd@lansons.com
http://www.forward.co.uk/

